
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

By grace you have given me life never ending, 
eternally in your presence; 

hope growing, maturing daily, 
fed by the knowledge of love, 

joy  deep in my soul, 
defeating sorrow and human pain. 

From before my birth You chose me to live, 
each moment nearing fulfillment 

of my potential. 
To worship  my Father, my Savior, my God, 

to serve the stranger and friend in 
obedience and compassion. 

-Mary Fleeson 
 

I Peter 4:10 ð ñEach one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering Godôs grace in 
its various forms.ò 

Proverbs 11:2 ð ñ. . . but with humility comes wisdom.ò 

Matthew 22:37-38 ð ñJesus replied, óLove the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
This is the first and greatest commandment.ôò 

The Magnificat, I Peter, Proverbs, and Matthew call us to be 
intentionally vulnerable, to lay aside defenses we have built 
around us that separate us from each other and from God.  
Vulnerability makes us equal; it makes us child-like; it makes us 
stronger as we allow God to come closer. 

Months back we shared a parish retreat facilitated by Stuart 
Young to discern the direction of future ministry.  Clearly, the 
overwhelming need articulated in the retreat was for more min-
istry designed to help our senior members.  A Task Force was 
set-up under the capable leadership of Stuart Young.  Again, 
the result has been the birthing of a new ministry called Senior 
Care.  Chaired by Rita Copp, this ministry divides itself into four 
separate ministry categories, each prefaced on the truth that we 
are called by God to be vulnerable to each other, and in sharing 
that vulnerability to find strength in ourselves and in God. 

1. Practical Living Issues ð how do we successfully live in our 
homes when our bodies begin to fail?  Under the loving leader-

ship of Marilyn Myers, IVC addresses many of these concerns, 
but not all.  Working with IVC, we would like to develop a re-
source pool of volunteers to cover such things as handyman 
repair, snow-blowing, etc.  We envision keeping a library and 
resource center up-to-date with information on county, state, 
and national programs available for seniors and offer presenta-
tions on the aging process periodically. 

2. Fellowship ð social interaction is vital for the health and 
well-being of all of us, and perhaps ever more so for the widow, 
the widower, and the divorced.  With the excitement and inter-
est in the CLARES ministry under the leadership of Fran Rob-
erts, opportunities for socializing, learning, and having fun will 
abound in ó08.  The Fellowship ministry of Senior Care will fol-
low the lead of the CLARES ministry and in effect, dovetail un-
der it. 

3. Financial & Legal ð it goes without saying that death is an 
unwanted intruder into our lives in most cases.  When a widow 
or widower face into the future alone for the first time, legal is-
sues and financial confusion can complicate and darken the 
horizon which is already dim at best.  Leo Reinikka, an attorney 
whose specialty has been in estate work, aided by Bergen Bull 
and Mal Murphy, are willing to be confidential ears to those of 
us needing some direction in legal matters pertaining to end-of-
life issues.  Dave Finney, Michal Haller, and Jerry Hornbuckle, 
all retired CPAôs, are willing to be steady minds and guiding 
hands through the maze of financial paperwork as we learn to 
fly on our own. 

4. Finally, Spiritual Issues of aging touch deep into our soul.  
They may surface as death and dying issues, family issues on 
spiritual growth issues as we prepare ourselves for the greatest 
journey ever.  Rob, Roy, and I will be the dominant participants 
in this ministry as we travel with you on the way.  Carolyn Char-
bonneau will work closely with us as Parish Nurse.  Small 
groups   such as Mike Beesonôs Anam Cara group or Jane 
Minkôs Cancer Support group are examples of ministries suc-
cessfully engaging spiritual issues.  Royôs classes, individual 
grief work, funeral directives are further examples of the kind of 
ministries we are wanting to build upon. 

Much lies ahead of us, but we are on the way. 

   In faith, 

        Nance    

Christmas 2007 ñ January 2008  

Sunriver Christian FellowshipSunriver Christian FellowshipSunriver Christian Fellowship    
An ecumenical and interdenominational fellowship 

sponsored by the Episcopal and Lutheran Churches 


