
Dear Family: 
 

Conventional wisdom has taught us that life continues 

to improve...that despite the increasing aches and 

pains that come with age, our human affairs have been 

getting steadily better as one generation passes unto 

another in grand succession. In fact, it seems that with 

each decade our mastery over the world has increased 

by the rapid and lucrative advances in all branches of 

science. We have gazed into stars to understand how 

they hang in the sky and we have looked deep into the 

blue print of our DNA to understand how life begins in 

the name of profound learning, making physical life 

easier and protecting those we love. 

 

This kind of power can intoxicate the mind. We can   

become drunk on the exotic taste of new discovery. We 

become light-headed by the swirling haze that teaches 

us that there is no more than what the mind can see 

and what the brain can measure. 

 

There is another tradition, however. It is the Wisdom 

tradition which records another tale of human history: 

that creative life does not just ascend to a better place, 

but also deepens to a more solid ground. The Wisdom 

tradition teaches that within every human breast are 

two mystic hearts, one folded neatly inside the other. 

The outer heart loves and desires the beauties of our 

world. This outer heart rejoices with new discoveries 

that will, indeed, lessen pain and make life easier. As 

the outer heart experiences these beauties, it rejoices 

and seems to take flight. When it loses these beauties 

it descends heavily into grief and lamentation. 

 

The inner heart, folded inside the outer heart, looks  

inward and not outward. Instead of upward, it travels 

downward into the mystery of the soul. Its gaze fastens 

on the ground floor, on the bedrock of the soul where 

there is no gaining and there is no losing. There is sim-

ply     be-ing...a foundational be-ing where the pronouns 

we, they, you and I are exchanged for the noun One. 

This place of be-ing in One is a vast, open, mysterious, 

deathless land in which the veil between the seen and 

the unseen is whisper thin. 

 

Some people seem to  be in quicker touch with their 

inner heart and because of that, are given second sight. 

They see clearly this ―blade of singularity‖ that cuts 

through dark bias and dull confusion to let the Light of 

Christ shine through. Light calls to Light. 

 

On Sunday, July 20th, we welcomed into SCF’s     

household of faith the following new members: Randy 

and Sally Heise, Mark and Chris Baldwin, Dennis and 

Judy Rund, Steve and Liz Austin and Mary Link. We   

welcome you with delight and expectation. We ask you 

to help us see with our inner heart, 

     Face—to—face 

   Immeasurable Light, 

      Jesus Christ our Lord 

     Who claims us all as One, His own. 

 

 In Faith, 

 Nance 
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Sunriver Christian FellowshipSunriver Christian FellowshipSunriver Christian Fellowship   

An ecumenical and interdenominational fellowship 

sponsored by the Episcopal and Lutheran Churches 

Church Directories Available 

An updated SCF Church Directory is   available from 

the church office. Please, one copy per family. If you 

live outside of the immediate Central Oregon area and 

would like a copy, call (541-593-1183) or e-mail the 

church office (scf@chamberscable.com) and  

we will be happy to send you one.   

Please give your complete mailing address. 

SCF STAFFSCF STAFFSCF STAFF   

The Rev. Nancy Sargent Green, Senior Pastor 

Dr. Robert Pearson, Associate Pastor: 

Worship & Administration 

Jan Tuckerman, Administrative Assistant 

mailto:scf@chamberscable.com
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August 3:  Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green 

Preacher: Dr. Roy Green 

Altar Guild: Diane Egertson, Jackie Medill,  

 Cheryl San Miguel, Harriet Yandt  

Lector: Joan Lewis 

Chalice Bearers: Randy & Diane Egertson,  

 Richard Klingelhofer, Joan Lewis,  

 Dick & Cheryl San Miguel  

Greeter: Jan Bull 

Ushers: Vivienne Jarvis, Herb & Ellie Luba, 

 Gerry Stearns 

Audio: Percy Lewis — Intros: Jim Bergmann  

Eucharistic Visitors: Gerry McMinn &  

 Susan Woodward 

Thanksgiving Prayers for: Sandy Charbonneau 

 and  Bill & Ginny Chase 

Coffee: Terry & Marlene Lorenzen 
   

August 10:  Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green 

Altar Guild: Brenda Chapin, Gloria Houghton,  

 Shirley Reedy,  Marilou Reinikka 

Lector: Jim Manary 

Chalice Bearers:Gloria Houghton, Herb & Ellie  

 Luba, Jim & Gail Manary, Shirley Reedy  

Greeter:  Vivienne Jarvis  

Ushers: Rod Juranek, Percy & Joan Lewis, Jim Putney 

Audio: Mike Beeson — Intros: Jim Putney  

Thanksgiving Prayers for: Joan Conlon and  

 Bill & Rita Copp 

Coffee: Jay & Yvonne Smith 

August 17:  Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Celebrant: Dick Matson 

Altar Guild: Barbara Bird, Lorraine Matson,  

 Susan Woodward   

Lector: Bob Vogel 

Chalice Bearers: Larry & Barbara Bird, Lorraine Matson, 

 Bob & Barbara Vogel, Susan Woodward 

Greeter: Marilyn Myers 

Ushers: Jim & Jo Bergmann, Dick San Miguel, Al Webb 

Audio: Dave Friedley — Intros: Dick San Miguel 

Eucharistic Visitors: Rita Copp & Shirley Reedy 

Thanksgiving Prayers for: Bob, Sue & Robert Cornell 

 and Jean Crowell 

Coffee: Terry & Carol Thomas 

 

 

 

          August 24:  Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

 Celebrant: Pastors Frank Brocker &  

   Jack Kiekel 

 Altar Guild: Deanne Hatch, Marge Sageser, 

         Mary Link 

 Lector: Sybil Gibson 

 Chalice Bearers: Sybil Gibson, Deanne Hatch,  

         Dave & Sallie Hennessy, Marge Sageser,  

         Don Udlock  

 Greeter: Rita Copp 

 Ushers: Jim & Jo Bergmann,  

  Stuart & Sandy Young 

 Audio: Don Mercer — Intros: Terry Thomas  

 Thanksgiving Prayers for: Lee & Madeline 

  Currie and Audrey Dix 

  Coffee: Bob & Barbara Vogel  

          August 31:  Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost    

 Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green 

 Altar Guild: Barbara Bird, Lorraine Matson, 

  Susan Woodward  

 Lector: Don Mercer 

 Chalice Bearers: Larry & Barbara Bird,  

  Lorraine Matson, Don & Darla Mercer,  

  Susan Woodward 

 Greeters: Kenney & Cheryl Griffiths 

 Ushers: Jim & Jo Bergmann,  

  Terry & Carol Thomas 

Audio: Roger Smith — Intros: Jim Bergmann  

Thanksgiving Prayers for: Paul & Judith Dowart and 

 Bill & Janice Dost 

Coffee: John & Linda Salzer  

 
 
 

ǐ Bobbyðson of Bob & Laura Wineman 
ǐ Charles & Judy JohnsonðJudy is in recovery with a    
 compound fracture to the femur 

ǐ Chrisðcancer;  brother  of  Danna Harnish 

ǐ Susan & Katyðdaughters of Joan Conlon 
ǐ Randiðmember of Hornish family; surgery recovery 

 and undergoing cancer treatment 

ǐ Johnðson of Barbara Bird 

ǐ Jane Minkðcancer treatment 

ǐ Gary DeKatðundergoing cancer treatment &  

 anticoagulation therapy 

ǐ Dick Boubel 

ǐ Ruth Boubelðrecovery from a broken pelvis 

ǐ Christine ð sister of Collette York 

ǐ Tracey ð daughter of Frank & Bonnie Naasz, fighting 
 against Lou Gehrigôs disease 

ǐ Berni ð friend of Laurie Skovholt 

ǐ Suzanne Haynieðdaughter of Bill Groscup,  

 exploratory surgery 

 

Please Note:  

Pastor Nancy will be taking her second  

week of vacation August 17-24. 
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Winter Bazaar November 8 
 

Bazaar work continues almost daily behind the 

scenes.  Barbara Vogel and Cheryl San Miguel have 

been hard at work ironing out all the details with the 

experts. Workshops have been suspended for August 

and will resume in September.  Look for dates and 

times in the Sunday bulletins.  Hopefully, you are 

thinking of the bazaar as you make your specialty 

foods and crafts this summer.  We need all your finest 

handicrafts to make this worthwhile charitable project 

a spectacular  local event! 
 

Desperately needed are coordinators for the ―golden 

elephants‖ and for the ―pet pantry‖.  There are some 

great treasures to be found in our ―golden elephant‖ 

collection, but we still need more!  Pretty much any-

thing is acceptable as long as it is in good or better 

condition except clothing.  Collections will continue 

through October 31, but please don’t wait until the last 

minute to submit your donation.  Remember, all pro-

ceeds from the bazaar will benefit local charities 

through our Outreach committee. 
 

We want to express our appreciation for those ladies 

from both  HTCC and SCF who are working so very 

hard on making projects for the bazaar. Many of you 

have presented some brilliant ideas for crafts, but we 

urgently need those people to set up workshops so 

that people who learn how to make your crafts can do 

so at home or while away from Sunriver during the 

summer.  November 8 will get here very quickly and 

we would be most grateful for your cooperation.  
 

Barbara Vogel,  Winter Bazaar Crafts Coordinator 

COMING IN THE SOON 

Tuesday, August 19, 10 a.m. Sweet Potato Santas—

You’ve got to see these!  They are very unique and 

cute.  Elrita from HTCC will lead us in making these 

very different and fun. It will take two sessions, a 

month apart. 

Tuesday, September 9, 7:00 p.m.: At the request 

of people who missed Terry Thomas’ talk last March 

on his Japanese Internment Experience during WWII, 

he will be giving his talk again at HTCC. Admission: two 

cans of food for Care and Share 

Saturday, November 8: Winter Bazaar at Mavericks.   

Choir Start-Up 

Adult choir rehearsals begin again this coming 

fall on Wednesday, September 10, 4:30 pm in the 

HTCC sanctuary.  Anyone interested in being a part 

of this worship ministry is encouraged to join.  Ex-

perience is helpful but not required.  If you have 

questions, contact Rob in the church office – 593-

1183. 

òIlluminationsó Coming to SCF 
―Illuminations‖, an evening of music, art, comedy, and 

drama will be presented at SCF on Thursday,             

September 25  at 7 p.m. The program will be the first in 

the series of Fall presentations by the CLARES group. 
 

Performers for the evening will be SCF members, some 

in familiar roles while others will express a side of  

themselves with which you may not be familiar. In fact, 

if you are a ―closet artist‖ who seldom lets others see 

your creative side, you are invited to participate in this 

event. Contact Mike Beeson, 598-7397, for information. 
 

The goal of ―Illuminations‖ is to provide performers and 

artists with an opportunity to express themselves, and 

provide insights into what they find fulfilling about the 

process. For the audience, it will be an evening of     

substantial variety and interest. So mark September 25 

on your calendar. Admission will be a bag of food for 

Care and Share. 

CD Library 
We are currently developing an ―Educational CD Library.‖  

Included in it are copies of just about all the 2007 sermons 

through the current date.  We will keep up to a 2-year set of    

sermons before ―recycling.‖  We also have a few of the past    

educational courses offered through SCF.  We will be attempting 

to record future courses based on topic and manner of          

presentation. 

The CD Library is at present in the SCF Church Office.  A list 

of ―Recorded Courses‖ is on the bulletin board in the SCF office. 

Kidõs Korner for 2008:  Sunday School Commitments 

August 3: Set-up and Hostess, Brynn and Laurie Shovolt, Teachers, Pastor Nance and Patti Knollman 

August 10: Music, Randy Egertson, Set-up and Hostess, John and Marlys Lysaker, Teacher Needed! 

August 17: Music, Carol Friedley, Set-up and Hostess, Percy and Joan Lewis, Teacher, Mike Beeson 

August 24: Music, Gina Rosbrook, Set-up and Hostess needed!, Teacher, Rod Juranek 

August 31: Last Summer Sunday School! Music, Carol Friedley, Set-up/Host, Paul Knollman, Tchr., Patti Knollman 
 

A BIG Thank You to everyone who has volunteered to help with our Summer Sunday school program! 

We still need a few hands for August 10 (teacher for DVD ―Daniel‖) and August 24 (set-up/host.) 



Communications 
Mary Johnson  

Congregational 
Care & 

Parish Nurse 
Carolyn  

Charbonneau  

Education 
Rob Pearson 

Evangelism 
Sybil Gibson  

Fellowship 
Fran Roberts  

Hospitality 
Lenora Salomon  

Membership 
Jan Bull  

Outreach 
Co-Leaders  

Charles Johnson  
Jack Kiekel  

Jane BoubelñUPCAP 
Jack Kiekel ñNational  

& International  

Seniors Ministry 
Rita Copp  

Stewardship 
Roy Green & 

Harry Hamilton  

Worship 
Joyce Hornish  

 

Ministry TeamMinistry Team  

Leaders Leaders ññ  20082008  
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SCF Management SCF Management 

Board Board ññ  20082008  
 

Mike Beeson 
  President  

Jim Manary 
Vice President  

  Dick Arnold 

Hal Husby 

Jack Kiekel 

Shirley Reedy 

Marilou Reinikka 

YUCATAN MEDICAL MISSION GROWS: by Gary Carlson 

 Just seven years ago, two people, Barbara and Bill Grannell of Pueblo, Colorado 

began a medical mission program to the poor Maya Indian population of the Yucatan    

Peninsula. They started with one clinic in one village. It grew to seven villages served by a    

mobile medical clinic complete with physician and medical assistant.   

 Today, òA Promise of Healthó services more than 150,000 Maya with four skilled 

contract doctors living in the villages served. They provide these desperately poor people 

healthcare, medicine, health education and help with growing their own nutritious food.   

 In addition, with the donated services of two premier eye cataract surgeons in    

Merida and donated surgical supplies from Alcon Mexico, APOH provides the gift of sight to 

25 blind Maya poor each year.  Helping to make this happen each year, the Cedar Rapids, 

Iowa Rotary club will hold a fundraiser to generate the $3,000 needed to pay for some of 

the costs.  

 As the reputation of A Promise of Health spreads in Mexico, requests for expanding 

the program to new areas is increasing. Most recently, a passionate appeal has been 

made to expand the program to the mountains of Oaxaca in Northern Mexico. 

 A Promise of Health has earned the respect of Mexican officials and is on the path 

to self-sufficiency over the next few years.   Meanwhile, it will continue to depend heavily 

on the charitable donations of individuals and institutions like Sunriver Christian            

Fellowship.   SCF’s $1200 donation to this program is a vital part of that support.   

   Thank you SCF members! 
 

 

SCF FUNDING ASSISTS AFGHAN MINISTRY 
 Through efforts of the Evangelism Team, SCF has helped fund the translation of 

the Bible and other Christian materials into Dari, the common language of the Afghan   

people.  Taking more than 20 years to complete, the translation is now available for       

distribution and sale around the world through Pamir Productions. The impact this      

translation will have on the fledgling church in Afghanistan can only be imagined.  For the 

very first time, all of God’s word will be in their hands in their own language. 

 The Psalms that was printed and distributed last year has brought about a         

dramatic increase in worship songs written and sung by Afghan believers.  It is the first 

time they have heard worship in their mother tongue, a moving experience for many older 

believers as well as younger ones. 

 The newest project is a translated version of the film, Magdalena:  Released from 

Shame, from the Jesus film project.  It is the story of Mary of Magdala, also known as Mary 

Magdalene and her walk with Jesus during His public ministry.  Through her eyes, this film 

portrays how Jesus values women by focusing on historical accounts of His interactions 

with them. Magdalena has already been translated and shown in parts of the world where 

women encounter violence and humiliation simply because of their gender. Recording the 

audio translation into Dari is scheduled for the fall of 2008. 

 Pamir has recently added an information technology person to its staff along with 

two church-planting specialists.  In partnership with other like-minded organizations, there 

are dreams of establishing a school of evangelism in Afghanistan.   The school would offer 

gospel training for one year with support of five years to students called to establish 

churches. 

 A radio series aimed at women in Afghanistan is being rewritten for broadcast.  In 

these programs, called ―Women of Hope‖, women will discuss their daily lives and        

problems, and then bring God’s hope into these situations.  Christian women from all the 

Muslim countries will be meeting in August to learn from each other on how better to reach 

out to Muslim women with the hope of the gospel.   

 Our prayers are requested for the financial challenges brought on by the exchange 

rates and lowering of the dollar. Other than using printed materials to reach Afghans,     

Pamir is using radio for transmissions, offering 9 ½ hours per week.  Additional personnel 

would be required to take advantage of the openings available using satellite               

transmissions.  With only 1-2% of targeted individuals having access to the internet,      

transmission is limited to a culture that relies on radio.    



 

MASTER CALENDAR  
Because of the varied and extensive usage of the Holy Trinity Church facility, we have begun developing a ―Master 

Calendar.‖ The calendar includes all approved scheduled activities in the HTCC building for – ―Holy Trinity Catholic 

Church‖, ―Sunriver Christian Fellowship‖, and ―Outside‖ rentals.  The purpose of the calendar is to help interested 

persons to know if space is available if you are responsible for scheduling a class, event, etc.  for your group or   

ministry. 
 

The ―Master Calendar‖ is located on the bulletin board in the front church office next to the copy machine.  If you 

want to schedule usage of a room or the main sanctuary area, check the calendar for available dates and 

times.  In an envelope above the calendar labeled ―Church Use Date Request Form,‖ you will find the paperwork 

you need to fill out for your request.  After filling it out, leave it on any of the desks in the Holy Trinity Church of-

fice.  Sallie, HTCC’s Administrative Assistant, is the one who formally approves all requests.  She will notify you of 

your approval or need for a change when she is in the office (Wednesday through Friday). 

Please do not write your request on the Master Calendar. 
 

     Rita Copp is taking the responsibility of adding all approved requests on the Master Calendar weekly.  If you 

have any questions, call the church office (593-1183). 
 

 

 

   
 

  We hope to have two more      

Highway 97 pick-ups before the 

weather gets too cold.  We hope 

for 16 people so that we can have 

4 on each mile.  Litter and      

knapweed get licked on our 

miles.   Being good stewards of 

God's creation takes many forms 

and this is one.  We could use you 

for a couple of hours on two      

different occasions.  Late August 

and mid-October are the two times 

we hope to be going out.  If we 

don't get enough   people, we'll just 

go out one more time.  We're also 

thinking of giving up one of our 

miles, if we are not able to get an      

adequate crew.  Please think about 

whether this is something you can 

do.  Fred Meyer and other places 

sell the "picker      uppers" tool for 

under $10 and that saves backs 

bending for each item.  Please call 

Gail Beeson at 598-7397, if you 

are able to help.   
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September Newsletter Deadline: 
August 22  

Please send all articles to  
Jan Tuckerman:  

Ministry of Aging: Still Kickinõ 
Newly formed in February 2008, this ministry is concerned primarily with the 

needs of the senior members of the congregation, but many of the activities 

are intended to offer valuable information for everyone, as well as provide  

fellowship.  At this time four areas fall under this ministry: Spiritual,  Financial/

Legal, Practical Living and Fellowship.  The committee works closely with Rob 

Pearson, Director of Education, as part of our goal is to provide  pertinent in-

formation to our senior population.  

 

CLARES represents our fellowship area, and has been extremely busy offering 

many opportunities for fun and games, including bingo, informative lectures 

and dinners, to name a few.  The Winter Bazaar scheduled for November 8 

will be an exciting event for both SCF and HTCC.  Many workshops have      

provided fellowship and a wealth of creative gifts to be sold at the Bazaar 

which will benefit the Outreach Ministry. 

  

A library has been set up in the Education Room with information on a variety 

of health issues, as well as some retirement facilities.  If you haven't picked up 

your copies of "A Celebration of Life", they are available from Rob Pearson.  

  

And see page 6 of this newsletter for a list of special programs coming up in 

the Fall 

 

Potluck with the  
Holy Trinity Congregation:   

Mark your calendars now for        

September 5, 5:00 p.m. at Mary 

McCallum Park for a joint Potluck 

with HTCC and SCF. Sign-up sheets 

will be available in August. 

The SCF Litter Patrol  

needs YOU!   

Coming November 21-23 

Worship as a Way of Life  
A Weekend of Grace,  

Gratitude & Generosity  
With Marty Haugen & Susan Briehl 

Friday: Workshop 1:00-4:00 

            Songfest: 7:00-8:30 

Saturday: Workshop 9:00-3:00 

Sunday: Festival Service 10:00 a.m. 

Visit the SCF website or  

Call Bob Vogel for more information. 



 

Transformed to Love & Serve Transformed to Love & Serve -- the Goal of the Education Ministry of SCF ñ 
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Thank You 
We wish to express our appreciation to 

all of you for your loving support and many 

encouragements at the time of my father’s 

passing, just four days after he reached his 

100th birthday.  It was a bitter-sweet time 

and your prayers brought strength to us all 

as we celebrated a ―life well-lived.‖  

             Rob & Carolyn Pearson 

    Ongoing Summer Groups 
     

Mon.   Feminine Spirituality  ð Womenõs book discussion.  Monday  mornings ā HTCC Library ā 9:30 a.m.  
             Contact:   Lynn Hornbuckle ñ 593-5962 
 

Tue.  Menõs Fellowship Group ñ topics evolve related to interest.  Meeting place: Owlõs Nest, Sunriver Lodge.  
Coffee available, $2.50 ā 7:30-8:30 a.m.      Contact:   Jack Kiekel ñ 593-9484 
 

Wed.  Julian  - this study group is investigating the mystical writings of St. Julian: HTCC -Dining  Rm.ā3 p.m. 
               Contact:  Pastor Nancyñ593-2345 
  
Fri.  Womenõs Meditation Group ñ 10-11:30 am ā #3 Hickory.   Contact:  Jane Mink ñ 593-5684  

       

 

Following is an outline of different learning opportunities that will be  

presented in a variety of formats and at various times throughout the coming fall. 
 

¶ Sleepless in Sunriver: Dealing with Sleep Disorders ð Dr. David Dedrick   
  (after worship service presentation / Sept. 28; 11:30 am) 

¶ Study of St. Teresa of Avilaôs ñInterior Castleò ð Lynn Hornbuckle 
          (weekly Monday womenôs group/fall start-up Sept. 8; 10 am) 

¶ Getting a Handle on the Bible ð Rob Pearson   
 (4-week, weekday course / Sept. 10, 17, 24, Oct. 1; 10:30 am-Noon) 
¶ Discovering & Recording Your Faith History ð John Nesby 

      (4-week, weekday course / Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 11; 1-2 pm) 

¶ Spiritual Dynamics of Grief ðRoy Green   
  (2 after-worship service sessions /Oct. 19, 26; 11:30 am) 

¶ Meditation: The Art of Happiness by Father Laurence Freemanð Jane Mink 
 (weekly Friday group: all men and women welcome/fall start-up Sept. 12; 10-11:30 am) 

¶ Daniel: Godôs Blueprint for Bible Prophecy ð Jodie Bischof   
 (6-week, weekday Introductory Precepts Bible Study / Oct. 8, 15, 22, 29, Nov. 5, 12; 10:30-11:30 am) 

¶ End-of-Life Care ð Roy Green  (3-weekday evenings / Nov. 3, 10, 17; 7-8 pm) 

The September Newsletter will provide more details on these learning opportunities. 

Thank You 
How grateful I am for the support of the SCF community with their prayers, 

cards, and all those e-mails to me at Providence Hospital in Portland --- and 

for your loving welcome to me upon my return after being gone six weeks.  

While at Providence, I had my worn paperback bible on the bedstand, and 

this seemed to flush out the Christians to give me most welcome fellowship.  

One male nurse put a verse from Ephesians on my white board upon which 

was written the times of my pain meds.  Another gave me her verse for the 

day from the internet.  Others engaged me in conversation.  I am convinced 

that your prayers were used to embolden our brothers and sisters to reach 

out to me there.  Thank you.  

    Sybil Gibson 
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PASTOR NANCY, BARBARA AND BOB VOGEL ATTEND OREGON SYNOD GATHERING 

 On May 30 through June 1 we attended the 2008 Oregon Synod Gathering in Portland.  Copies of all    reports 

are available for anyone interested.  The theme of the gathering was ―God’s Work, Our Hands‖ and the sessions were 

led by Bishop David Brauer-Rieke.  On Friday afternoon the Bishop’s report was received by the 375 voting members in 

attendance.  He made several references to the changing context of the church with our American culture. 

 ―We are a church in transition.  We once were the center of the culture but now we find ourselves on the edge.  

We find that our neighborhoods have changed while our congregations have not.  At the same time, the costs of     

buildings and professional staff are increasing; and our congregation memberships may be declining.  I do not wish to 

minimize the challenges of doing ministry today, but I ask you to look ahead to all that is possible.  Your synod has    

exciting ways to look towards the promises of tomorrow.‖  He went on to list the Book of Faith effort, (www.elca.org/

bookoffaith) , Natural Church Development and other congregational efforts that the synod is sponsoring. 

 Friday evening we had dinner with the other congregations in the High Desert Cluster and the evening           

concluded with the Holden Evening Prayer which was composed by Marty Haugen.  This was a beautiful service and I 

have a DVD available for anyone that would like to see and hear this beautiful service. 

 Saturday, following morning devotions, was the Keynote Address by Rev. Ruben Duran, Director of New Congre-

gations for the ELCA.  Rev. Duran spoke on growth in our church and he discussed the Natural Church Development 

program and three factors affecting growth of congregations.  They were Passionate Spirituality (our relationship with 

God), Need Oriented Evangelism (our relationship with our neighbors) and Holistic Small Groups (our relationship with 

ourselves.) 

 In the afternoon various workshops were held and Pr. Nancy, Barbara and I each attended separate     sessions.  

I attended one on ―Peace, Not Walls: Making a difference in the Holy Land‖.  We learned about the ELCA’s Middle East 

Peace Initiative.  One interesting item is that a church in Portland is selling olive oil from the Mt. of Olives in Jerusalem 

for those interested.  I also attended a workshop entitled ―Authority in Islam: Who Speaks for the Muslims‖? This was 

ably led by Don and Joann Cornell, former missionaries to the Middle East.  On Saturday afternoon the only resolution 

presented to the Assembly was discussed and passed.  This was a       resolution encouraging congregations to seek 

alternative, renewable sources of energy to reduce global warming and our dependence on foreign sources of oil.  The 

treasurer’s report was also presented and the budget was adapted by unanimous vote.  The budget presented was   

balanced and showed income and expenditures of $1,353,500 with $551,880 of that going to the church wide group. 

 The Honoree Banquet on Saturday evening honored pastors who had achieved 25, 50, and 60 years of         

ordained ministry.  The guest speaker was Rev. Warren Schumacher, District President of the NW District of the         

Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod. Rev. Schumacher received a standing ovation after a stirring talk on the things      

Lutheran bodies have in common. 

 During the Saturday sessions elections were also held for delegates to the 2009 Church wide Gathering in New 

Orleans. The Sunday session featured the closing Eucharist with Assistant to the Bishop, Susan Kitner preaching.  The 

quilt auction raised $6700 for the World Hunger Appeal. 

BISHOP BRAUER-RIEKE TO VISIT MIDDLE EAST 

    Bishop Brauer-Rieke will attend the annual academy of the Conference of Bishops being held in the Middle East from Jan. 5-14, 

2009.  The Bishops are visiting the Middle East as part of the ELCA’s ―Strategy for Engagement of Israel and Palestine.‖  The strategy 

calls for learning about the situation in the Middle East, building relationships, and advocating for a just peace in the region.  The   

bishops will visit Israeli and Palestinian government officials, meet with Middle East church leaders, and offer support to the          

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land {ELCJ). 

THRIVENT ACTIVITIES 

    SCF has just received approval for its request for $1600 of matching funds for the Newberry Habitat for Humanity Golf Tournament 

to be held at Quail Run Golf Course on Sat. Sept. 20.  SCF members are encouraged to support Habitat and SCF by participating in the 

tournament. 

    Other Thrivent activities are a $1600 hands-on grant to New Generations to help renovate their bathrooms.  We also will use the 

$1300 given to SCF under the Care in Congregations program to support the Marty Haugen-Susan Briehl workshops in Nov. 2008 

LIVING FAITHFULLY, OCT. 10-11, 2008 

    The Oregon Synod is sponsoring a program entitled ―Living Faithfully –Through Passionate Spirituality‖ Oct. 10-11 2008 at Christ the 

Good Shepherd Church in Salem.  We hope to have a group attend this session which should be of vital interest to SCF.  If you are    

interested in attending please contact Pr. Nancy or Bob Vogel. 



Sunriver Christian Fellowship 

18160 Cottonwood Rd., #266 

Sunriver, Oregon  97707 

Sunriver Christian FellowshipSunriver Christian FellowshipSunriver Christian Fellowship   
Ecumenical Services in the Episcopal and Lutheran Traditions 

Sunday Service & Sunday School — 10:00 a.m. 

Services held at the 

Holy Trinity Church 
 18143 Cottonwood Road ʵ Sunriver, Oregon 

 

Office Phone: 541.593.1183 
E-mail: scf@chamberscable.com 

Web: www.sunriverchristianfellowship.org 


