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Dear Family,
OPEN HANDS

My hands are now worn and wrinkled. The fingers
are stiff first thing in the morning and the tips of
my little fingers bend sharply in. My hands have
worked hard and they have a story to tell.

Years ago, when | was barely a teenager, | was
outside watching the night sky approach. My world
was secure, loved by family and engaged to a
righteous man.

A shaft of light, whiter than white, piercing out of
the heavens, suddenly shown upon me. My hands
reached up to shield my eyes. My small pale
fingers clothed in tight, young skin, trembled in
fear.

A voice spoke, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord
is with you.” My whole body shook in fear. It was so
cold that my teeth chattered and | could not clench
them quiet.

The voice gently whispered, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus.”

My hands dropped from the sky and closed tightly
over my ears. What was | hearing? This can't be. |
am a virgin. What will my family do with me? What
will Joseph think? This can't be.

The angel continued, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born
will be holy. He will be called Son of God. For noth-
ing will be impossible with God.”

“NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD.”

These words ring out in my ears as clearly now as
when first spoken.

My hands instinctively raised up to the light, my
palms were wide open; my fingers stretched straight
in ways they can’t anymore. | was assured, without a
shadow of a doubt, deep in my gut, that all would be
well.

Hands raised. Palms open. | cried, “Here am |, the
servant of the Lord, let it be with me according to
your Word.”

These same hands held my baby close to my chest
after his birth. These same hands nursed his cuts
and soothed his bruises as he grew.

These same hands became clenched and white-
knuckled when | believed | had lost my child in
Jerusalem. These same hands pointed to the wine
steward at the wedding in Cana, encouraging him to
fetch six gallons of water. These same hands
reached up and reached out to my Son, as he hung
on Calvary tree.

These same hands wrapped my fingers tightly
around his broken body, clinging to any faint warmth
of his flesh. These same hands shot up into the sky
when hearing the news of his appearance in the
Upper Room and on the road to Emmaus.

These same hands, now crippled and bent, still
reach out, open and outward, for
“nothing will be impossible with God.”

A most blessed Advent
and Christmas season to you all.
Faithfully,
Nance
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Schedule of Upcoming Servicesfi November

December 6: 2nd Sunday of Advent

Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green

Altar Guild: Ellie Luba, Jackie Medill, Harriet Yandt

Lector: Jack Kiekel

Chalice Bearers: Bergen & Jan Bull, Rita Copp,
Hal & Sue Husby, Beve Kiekel

Greeter: Laura Wineman

Ushers: Al Hornish, Rod Juranek, Bob Vogel,
Bob Wineman

December 24: Christmas Eve 2:00 p.m.

Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green

Altar Guild: Deanne Hatch, Marge Sageser

Chalice Bearers: Jane Boubel, Deanne Hatch,
Mal Murphy, Marge Sageser

Greeters: Gene & Penny Bennington

Ushers: Gene & Penny Bennington

Audio: Don Mercer

December 24: Christmas Eve 9:00 p.m.

Audio: Percy Lewis — Intros: Al Hornish
Thanksgiving Prayers for: Marilyn Myers and
Frank & Barbara Naasz
Eucharistic Visitors: Rita Copp & Shirley Reedy
Coffee: John & Marlys Lysaker
December 13: 3rd Sunday of Advent
Celebrant: The Rev. Shereda Benfield
Altar Guild: Brenda Chapin, Gloria Houghton,
Shirley Reedy, Marilou Reinikka
Lector: R.P. Hatch
Chalice Bearers: Gloria Houghton,
Randy & Diane Egertson,
Shirley Reedy, John & Linda Salzer
Greeters: Jim & Mary Lou Kreiss
Ushers: Jim & Danna Harnish, Leo Reinikka,

Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green
Altar Guild: Jackie Medill, Lois Tonning
Lector: Mike Beeson

Chalice Bearers: Mike & Gail Beeson,
... Sybil Gibson, Lois Tonning,

Bob & Barbara Vogel

.. Greeter: Rita Copp

. Ushers: George Blankenship, Randy Judson,

Lee Smith, Jim Wilson

Audio: Dave Friedley

December 27: 1st Sunday after Christmas
Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green

Preacher: The Rev. Roy Green
Altar Guild: Deanne Hatch, Marge Sageser
Lector: Joyce Hornish

Jim Wilson
Audio: Don Mercer — Intros: Jim Wilson
Coffee: Jim & Mary Lou Kreiss
December 20: 4th Sunday of Advent
Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green
Altar Guild: Lorraine Matson, Lois Tonning,
Susan Woodward
Lector: Choir Readers
Chalice Bearers: Andy & Carole Elsbree, Ronald
Klingelhofer, Lorraine Matson, Lois Tonning,
Susan Woodward
Greeter: Lillian Arnold
Ushers: Jim & Danna Harnish, Stuart & Sandy Young
Audio: Roger Smith — Intros: Stuart Young
Thanksgiving Prayers for: Sue Neelley and
Bill & Pat Nelson
Eucharistic Visitor: Pastor Nancy Green
Coffee: Sid & Babs McGauhey

7 Berni® friend of Laurie Skovholt Praver Needs
1 Elained daughter-in-law of Gerry McMinn ay

1 Dottie Maleyd in treatment for spine degeneration
1 Marilyn Myersd living with COPD

1 Chuck Sperbeckd fighting cancer

1 Doris Brannand fighting cancer

1 Debbie Martsond fighting cancer

1 Percy Lewisd fighting cancer @ %

1 Carol Thomasé waiting diagnosis

1 Bobbyd son of Bob & Laura Wineman

iBillChased | i ving with Parkinsonos
1 Earld friend of SCF

1 Bevd mother of Vicki Russell, recovering from chemotherapy
1 Gary DeKatd cancer treatment & anticoagulation therapy

Chalice Bearers: Gary & Shirley Carlson, Deanna Hatch,
Joyce Hornish, Gail Juranek, Marge Sageser
Greeter: Jan Bull
Ushers: Hal & Sue Husby, Jim Putney, Wynne Woolley
Audio: Dave Friedley — Intros: Jim Putney
Thanksgijving Prayers for: Barbara Neely
and John & Betty Nesby
Coffee: Mark & Chris Baldwin
January 3: 2nd Sunday after Christmas
Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy Green
Altar Guild: Ellie Luba, Jackie Medill, Harriet Yandt
Lector: Randy Heise
Chalice Bearers: Randy & Sally Heise, Herb & Ellie Luba,
Don & Darla Mercer
Greeter: Marilyn Myers
Ushers: Steve & Chris Hamilton, Jay & Yvonne Smith
Audio: Mike Beeson — Intros: Jay Smith
Thanksgiving Prayers for: John & Betty Nesby and
Rob & Diana Norem
Coffee: Al & Joyce Hornish

iTraceybdaughter of Frank & Bonnie
disease

1 Dick Boubel

1 Leah Caind undergoing chemotherapy

1 Mike Brannand surgery follow-up

And pray for our military family members:

Craig Klascius, son of Al and Patty Klascius

Ryan Parrent, grandson of John and Marlys Lysaker,
chris AITION, SOTT O1 DickarmdMaranme AITION,

Chelsea Hamilton, daughter of Steve and Chris Hamilton
Travis Dofelmier, nephew of Mary Braddock

pasz,
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Directory Update

Sunriver Community Christmas Sharing (Christmas Baskets) -2009

The SCF office will be updating the
church directory during the next several
weeks. It will be available at the annual
church business meeting on Sunday,
January 24. If you have any recent
directory changes that have not been
communicated to the office (or you are
expecting some changes in the next
month), please notify Rob at
scf@chamberscable.com or 593-1183.

The Sunriver Community Christmas Sharing Program
(Christmas Baskets) is on the job again. Last year with your help we
supplied 80 families with food & 113 children under the age of 18
with gifts. We expect, given the current economic situation, that the
number of families in need will increase this year. This program will
replace the Care and Share Program for the month of December. Your
help is needed to make this program successful. Outlined below is
how you can help. This is the true spirit of the holiday season and we
thank you for your continued support in our endeavor to “Make a

Difference” in the life of a family less fortunate than most of us.

Here’s how you can help:

Fill a bag with groceries. Senior Care Corner
0 Please take a brown bag with the red, green or yellow label Your Home & Home Health:
to fill with requested food items and staples. Return the bag Mark your calendars for two important presel
to the church or fire station no later than December 14. tions scheduled for January 2010 which will t
Purchase a gift for a child. place directly after the Sunday service.
o Watch for ornaments on the “Tree of Joy”. Each ornament January 10:
will have an ID# for a child and will include the name, sex and "Is the House You're Living In The Right Hom
age of the child along with a short wish. _
Please be sure to fill out the White portion of the Ornament and January 17:

leave it in the box provided. "Hospice And Home

Spend no more the $30. Do not wrap the gift, but securely

tape the ornament to the package and return it by December FROM JOHN NESBY

14. Many thanks to Pastor Nancy and the
Volunteer to help church for allowing me to celebrate the

o Volunteers are needed December 14 , 15 and 16 to sort 60th anniversary of my ordination on

and pack the boxes for delivery. October 11. Also to Rob for his help,

o Make a delivery. Delivery is scheduled for Friday morning the musicians, and the men's ensemble

December 18. for their music. Thank you, our church

hostesses, for the lovely reception you

Watch for Sign up sheets and set some time aside early. served following the service. The

For more information please contact congregation entered into the spirit of
Randy Judson (593-7641) the occasion, and I was touched in my
Bev Stanley (598-7959) heart once again for being able to be a

part of this wonderful congregation.

HOLY TRINITY BELL TOWER SCF October 31, 2009 Financial Status
Th rigin f he Bell RRECTION Income Expenses Net YTD
H e(r) & ~o the Be C?‘ \(I:v ONS Plan Year to Date $226,362 $226,649 <$ 288>
ereos a ew C O 1 Actual Year to Date $215954 $209,970 $ 5,083
great story in | {getter<worse>than Plan <$ 10,408> $ 16679  $ 6,271
ter about the bell now hanging in

the new bell tower. The bell

was made in 1886 in Hillsboro, Ohi'o January Newsletter Deadlibecember 21
- not Oregon! Joanne Bergmann’s

folks retired in Oakland, Oregon - Please send all articles to Jan Tuckerman:
not Oakridge. Also, her father died jtuckerman@chamberscable.com
in 1988, not 1987. It's still a great

story and the bell should be ringing
soon!!
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SCF ANNUAL MEETING
The annual SCF business meeting will be held after the worship service on
January 24 If you wish to have a report included in the “2009 Annual Report,”
please send it to the church office as an e-mail attachment by January 15.

Ministry Team
Leaders ii 2009

Congregational
Care
Pastor Nancy Green
Communications
Kenney Griffiths

A proposed by-law change will be presented at the meeting for vote. It comes
from the Finance Committee as a result of last summer’s annual financial
review.

The Financial Review report for year ending December 31, 2008
suggested the annual financial review required by the Bylaws need not be an
‘audit’.  An ‘audit’ by definition requires significant time and cost that is not
necessary for the financial situation of SCF. The following is presented for
consideration as a change to the Bylaws to correct this matter.

Current Financial Paragraph

(iv) Review & Audit. The Board shall appoint a team of Congregation

members to review the Books of Account and financial status of the

Congregation each year; provided that every third year the audit team

shall include at least one member who is not affiliated with the Congrega

tion or its Sponsoring Congregations and is knowledgeable in finance and
accounting. This review shall be done during the first half of the year,
with a report to the Board no later than July 1st.

Proposed Change: [underlined to be ADDED; italics to be DELETED)]

(iv) Annual Financial Review & Audit The Board shall appoint a team of

Congregation members to review the Books of Account and financial

status of the Congregation each year; provided that every third year the

audit financial review team shall include at least one member who is not
affiliated with the Congregation or its Sponsoring Congregations and is
knowledgeable in finance and accounting. This review shall be done dur-
ing the first half of the year, with a report to the Board no later than the
July 1stBoard meeting.

Education
Rob Pearson

Evangelism
Sybil Gibson

Fellowship
Fran Roberts
Hospitality

Lenora Salomon

Membership
Marianne Arnold
Jan Bull

Outreach
Jack Kiekel
Jane Boubel i UPCAP
Jack Kiekel i National
& International

Seniors Ministry
Rita Copp

Stewardship

Harry Hamilton

Worship

Rob Pearson

SCF Management
Board ii 2009

Dave Hennessy
President

Dick Arnold

Vice President
Hal Husby
Jim Manary

EVANGELISM : An Example from Sybil Gibson

When was the last time you shared your Christian faith with anyoned friend,
stranger or family member. It seems to me that the most comfortable category of
people to talk to would be the stranger, for in all likelihood it is a one time encounter.

EEENENEEPENNNEREREREREEEEEEERE]

This could be an interesting path t Marile Refnilcka  IeloRIGEN
Jesus Christ means to you. In time, and with practice, witnessing could take Shirley Reedy
residence in your comfort zone. Jane Vakoc
There are church goers who find it difficult to talk to their close family members
about their faith. But what joy is released when they discover that they share each
otherso6 faith. SCF STAFF
In 1992, five months before my husband Bob left this life, we updated our legal 1:;? F::‘t" G'\rle?::y
papers. In our new wills we included our faith statements. Se?nior pastor
il, ROBERT C. GIBSON, a residen Dr. Robert , d
I have given my life to our Lord Jesus Christ and I am  confident of the Pearson,
eternal life He obtained for us through His suffering and death on the cross. 1 A”ﬁﬁgﬁg agor:
know that He defeated death in His resurrection and He is alive. I am Administration
thankful that I experience Him in my earthly life. I leave those who survive Jan Tuckerman,
me the comfort that I have died in this faith and am now with our Lord in Administrative
eternal glory.o Assistant

Even after we leave this life, we are able to leave behind our faith witness to our
family. I n the process we may have |l eft a witness
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Ongoing Groups:

Wo menéds

Men of Faith Groupd t opi cs evol

Coffee

These groups continue to meet through the summer

Spi r iItynh &drnbuckie: faGilitabou(H9O35870)
Mondays, 10:00 a.m.-noon, HTCC Library.

Ve
avail abl e -8:3(azn. Goftact:AackTKiclels d(5989484) 7 :

Meditation - Carolyn Barr: facilitator (593-8397 or sytetime@hotmail.com)
Thursdays 10:00-1 1 : 00 a.
For both men and women:Focus: “Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) of the Psalms

Enneagram- Jane Mink: coordinator(5935684 or rjminkster@aol.com)
Second & Third Thursdays 11:00-1 2 : 3 0

What Are the Chances?

December 2, 9,16; Wednesdays, 10:30 am-Noon,
Rob Pearson, Instructord HTCC dining room

The Christmas story is fi
have been heard so often, familiarity blunts their unique-
ness. This short investigative course will look at three
unique occasions in the Gospel Christmas narratives.
(1) A toss of the coin that left Zechariah speechless
(2) A pregnant virgin & an unstable birth
(3) The Original Star Search

Dlll-lw-Tll-lll-lll-lll-lll

Transformed to Love & Servethe Goal of the Education Ministry of SCF

Upcoming Learning Opportunities in the New Year

Precepts Bible Study - 13 week study on Philippians & Colossians
Jan. 13—April 7; 10:30 a.m.—Noon.. A study guide is needed -
$10. Jodie Bischof, facilitator (593-1159)

Alpha 2 - the second half of the Alpha course will begin on Mon-
day, January 25, 6:00-8:30 p.m. at HTCC and will go for five
weeks. A weekend retreat, January 29—31 is part of this Alpha
experience.

FIRST SUNDAY SUPPERS 2010: Watch for an application in the
January newsletter. You will have a few weeks to sign-up. These
are our monthly dinner groups at SCF. After sign-up time, you will
be organized into groups of twelve. Your group will meet for sup-
per (or brunch) each first Sunday of the month throughout the
year. Please join us in fellowship and great food!

Richard Rohr writes in PREPARIN
FOR CHRISTMAS, Daily Meditatig
for Advent that "We Franciscans
have always believed that the Incar-
nation was already the Redemption
because in Jesus' birth God was
already saying that it was good to beg
human, and God was on our side."

By writing to these young people
who are serving active duty
overseas, our volunteers are letting
them know that "it is good to be hu-
man", and God is on the side of
humane actions by all of human-
ity. We learned this month that while
on active duty babies acquire poten-
tially terminal diseases; cars break
down; once "cells" are arranged to
suit you, you are ftransferred to
another station; that photo cards of
Oregon scenery might be pinned up
by the bed to provide a visualization
of the return to Oregon as the last
image at night and the first one
perused upon opening his/her eyes
in the morning, and the daily act
of getting to a place to exercise
might put you in harms way.

If you would like to join our WE
CARE team of volunteers, please
contact Jane Mink, 593-5684, or
riminkster@aol.com

related to interest.
0
m., Childrenos hapel
p. m. ChiIdrenGsiChap
WE CARE

Q)

ns
unus
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CLARES

Care, Love, Action, Response, Effort & Support
CLARES is a charity organization that supports the Outreach
programs of Sunriver Christian Fellowship and Holy Trinity
Catholic Church.

As you may have heard by now, the amount made from the
CLARES CHRISTMAS BAZAAR was over $11,600! This
will be donated to the Outreach programs. This amount was
made in spite of the fact that on November 7" we were
competing with 15 other bazaars here in Central Oregon T
eight of which were in Bend and one in La Pine! Our great
success was made possible by the collective efforts of SO
MANY people performing the myriad tasks required. My
sincere and heartfelt THANKS to each and every one of you
for all your time and hard work! You may take great

comfort in knowing that
as we are will be the beneficiaries of your efforts.

You may already be aware that from now on we will be
holding the bazaar every other year. The next one will be in
October 2011. (We have decided to move it up from
November in the hope of avoiding at least some of the
competition.) For now, CLARES will be taking a three-
month break. However, we already are working on ideas for
workshops, cooking courses and many other things for the
coming year.

On behalf of CLARES, I wish you a very Merry Christmas!
Fran Roberts

Christmas Program - December 6 o
A wonderful evening of Christmas music ¢
has been planned that will get you in the spirit ®
of the season. Two performances are sched-
uled on Sunday, December 6, 5 and 7:30
p.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Sun-
river. No charge, but you need to request a
seating ticket in advance. Call or e-mail the
SCF office (5693-1183 or
scf@chamberscable.com) to secure a ticket
Holiday desserts will be served during the
intermission at both performances.

Christmas Music Worship Service
December 20
The worship service on this Sunday will be en-
hanced by Christmas music presented by the SCF
music ministry. The service begins at 10 a.m.
at Holy Trinity Catholic Church.
Join us for a celebration of God’s love.

Christmas Eve Services
December 24
2 p.m. & 9 p.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Family Service - 2 p.m.

This fun-filled service is tailored to families
with younger children. A wonderful dramatic
presentation, Christmas carol singing, and
service of the Holy Eucharist will provide your
family with the opportunity to share together
in the true meaning of Christmas.
Traditional Service - 9 p.m.

A VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
SUGGESTION FROM LARRY BIRD

Would you like to do something that makes your day,
gives a warm fuzzy feeling, and makes a friend all at the
same time? | am a volunteer with Partners in Care
(Hospice) and IVC. | sit with sick or handicapped people so
that their spouse has some free time to shop or just get
away for a bit. Or, maybe, | just sit with a person who only
wants to talk to someone. It's just that simple. It only takes
a little training and a little time. All you have to do is call
Marilyn Myers at IVC, 598-7280, or Sarah at Partners in
Care, 382-5882.

Music by the choir and bells, congregational
carol singing, a Christmas homily, and
service of the Holy Eucharist will set the tone
for welcoming the Christ child into your
Christmas experience.

'...............................9......................

V0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000

PRAYER SHAWL KNITTERS: Prayer Shawl Knit-
ters will not meet during December. We will
schedule a meeting for mid-January. Have a
blessed Christmas season.

The cookbooks make wonderful gifts and stocking stuffers.

The price is now $7.00 & remember all proceeds go to our local outreach.
The cookbooks have all the recipes from the baked goods found at the Bazaar
And we know many of you tasted those wonderful treats!

See or call Brenda Chapin (593-2727) if you want a copy or two.

Christmas is in the Air t%
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Shepherd of the Mountains

Annual Meeting on Sunday December 13
Please plan to attend the annual meeting on Sunday, December 13 after church in the Children’s Cry Room. This
is the one Shepherd of the Mountains congregational meeting of the year and it is important that members attend
and make their views heard. Contact President Brynn Skovholt for information.

Holden Village makes ready for the 2010 Season
It has been several years since a group from SCF has gone to Holden Village near Lake Chelan for a week of fellow-
ship and study. The 2010 summer season plans to be a special one with many inspiring speakers, classes and
other activities. Bob Vogel has the latest newsletter and would be happy to share it with you if you're interested in
a special spiritual experience this summer that is close to home. You can also learn more by going to
www.holdenvillage.org .

THRIVENT BUILDS GRANT AWARDED TO NEWBERRY HABITAT
In last month’s newsletter we announced that Newberry Habitat had applied for a Thrivent Buildsgrant. Now we
are happy to announce that this coveted grant has been awarded to Newberry Habitat. This grant will combine the
efforts of the Newberry Habitat affiliate with the Central Oregon Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and
the Lutheran Churches of Central Oregon. Because of the grant, Newberry will be able to build a second house in
La Pine this summer. Thrivent will provide 65% of the funds, Newberry Habitat will raise 25% of the money and
the local Lutheran churches provide 10% of the funds. Totally, over $90,000 will be raised. Since SCF is such an
integral part of Newberry Habitat many of the activities will center in and around SCF. SCF members will have an

opportunity to be closely involved in this historic event. Stay tuned for more information.

SUMBA WATER WELLS & MORE UPDATE
The following are an excerpts from the
Year in Review 200809 report
from Sumba Foundation.
HEALTH: The Sumba Foundation has expanded its reach significantly over the
past 4 years and now runs 5 medical clinics covering a population of approximately
18,000 people. Our clinics provide basic health care for the population and the
malaria control program is also executed through these clinics. The clinics are each
staffed with 2-4 nurses plus a clinic assistant who does administrative work as well
as dispense prescribed drugs. The clinics open at § in the morning and close at 12:00
or when all patients have been seen and treated. The afternoons are used for the
malaria control program including field surveys, mass blood screenings, treatment
and bed net distribution as well as reading of malaria slides at our central Laboratory.

This year our clinics diagnosed and treated more than 33,000 patients in our clinics.
The ailments treated include everything from respiratory infections and malaria to
common infectious diseases such as flu and diarrhea to cuts, burns, wounds, dental
care and chronic conditions related to old age.

Our Health Program also provides an emergency on-call service where villagers can
come any time and request assistance for patients who are too sick to come to the
clinic. This assistance is usually at night time for emergencies such as problematic
birthing deliveries or small children with severe diarrhea or pneumonia. If patients at
the clinics or in the villages are too sick for us to treat we refer them to the nearest
hospital and provide the evacuation transportation. This year we helped 86 patients
in the villages and transferred 43 critical patients to the local hospital. Seven of these
cases were cerebral malaria cases who, because of our help, survived and have fully

recovered.
More excepts will follow in SCF newsletters as space permits.

THANK YOU FROM SUMBA

Dear Sunriver Christian
Fellowship Congregation:

Thank you for your generous
donation of $5000 on August
28, 2009, which will be used to
provide humanitarian aid to the
indigenous people of Sumba,
Indonesia.

It will enable us to provide clean
water, essential medical re-
sources, and repair and supply
local schools allowing people to
lead healthier, more productive
lives.

You have entrusted your money
to us and we will work hard to
ensure it goes as far as possible
to make a genuine difference to
the poor. This year we will be
distributing two tons of medicine
and supplies, drilling four new
wells for clean water, and repair-
ing and supplying two new
schools.

Thank you helping us accom-
plish so much,

Sean Downs, President,
Sumba Foundation
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Sunviver Christian _Fellowship

E_cumcnical Senvices in the Episcopa| and |_utheran T raditions
Sunday Service & Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.

Services held at the

Holy Trinity Church
18143 Cottonwood Road = Sunriver, Oregon

Office Phone: 541.593.1183
E-mail: scf@chamberscable.com
Web: www.sunriverchristianfellowship.org
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