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°Concerning Spiritua

There is a delightful story that has come down :
through the ages from Greek mythology. There was a

Greek Oholy mandé w

ho

ever

the gods. He would walk about with his face Ilfted

heavenward seeking some sort of sign from at least | !
one of a myriad of gods. Of course, because of his!
dedication and focus on communing with the gods, he :
was unable to focus on anyone around him. Nothing i
mattered except that possible contact with heavenly |
creatures. And that proved to be his undoing. One
day he was walking about with uplifted face, |gnor|ng i
everything around him, when he fell into a huge hole i

in the ground never to be seen again.

|
A seminary professor told me this story and then i

added his own cryptic comment.0 Ther e

arie

folks who are so heavenly minded that they are no :
earthl yOoveaood.hée years

ciate his insight.

| dvie
[
i

Throughout its history, the Church has had devo—f
tees of spirituality who have sought a closer relation- i
ship to God. They have used a variety of disciplines:!

study, selfdenial, isolation, special ministries and !

more. Religious orders are probably the most easilyi
recognized form of spiritual seeking, although individ- !

ual pilgrimages have also been common.

While | have great respect for those whose spiri- i
tual seeking has been connected to a special m|n|s- ~
try, I have little respect for those pllgrlms who seek to
separate themselves from others in the name of a !

spiritual journey.
Mot her Teresads
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their sel-denying spirituality.

i
Sisters

spiritual as you can get, yet their very lives are spent
dpoor eétan%qerwqehe poor . o6

wh o

|/ Sgepgng g ¢jogel, vl with God is surely com-
mendable, but to clgge yourself off in some sort of
spiritual cocoon is of no value to anyone. A Christian

without value is a sad thing indeed. He or she is then
iIsou%'ht e & of M e0 tjMe ol oouacine i t My

Godds Word has some very
us about such a focus. The first letter of John is a
wonderful sample.6 Bel oved, since Go
Sso much, we al so oughndtot o
prevent any confusion, the writer makes very clear
how that love shouldbeshowno Li tt 1 e chi |l d
| ove, not in word or speect

The writer of James has
teeth on edge with his very specific commentsd B u t
someone wil |l say, 6You hav
Showy mesyour faith apart from your works, and | by
my wor ks wil|l show you my
ogonthenu\@[quq,o Bg mer e |
t hat i s and undeflled
care for orphans and wi dow:

As usual, our Lord Jesus said it besto Then t h
Master wil/ say to those a
that are blessed by my Fat
For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you welcomed meé. 66

His hearers are astounded by His words and can
only blurtoutto When di d we do thes:
The Lorddés answer riafgsultynt
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my fami/l

o SSPINEy jpymeys are ingeed comgmengaple, hud

only when their purpose and intent is tied to ministry

os avedpaétpr\F\'a'FkiBéoﬁkﬁri on (&8 opy -
ing endangered manuscripts did a noble service Wlth !







